
The City of Santa Barbara Solid Waste Program is
here to help you save money on refuse disposal by
showing you how to reduce, reuse and recycle. Free
or low cost recycling and green waste bins will help
you reduce the size and cost of your trash container.

This newsletter not only tells residents and 
businesses how to recycle, but includes detachable
signs detailing what belongs in the bins. Post them
in your place of business, on the recycling bins, or on
the refrigerator to show your employees or family
what is recyclable.

In addition to this guide, one page recycling
brochures for Commingled Recycling, Cardboard
Plus Recycling, and Green Waste Recycling are 
available in English and Spanish from your waste
hauler, or can be downloaded from the City of Santa
Barbara Solid Waste Website, sbrecycles.org.
Businesses or multi-unit complexes can obtain 
multiple copies to distribute to everyone who uses
the recycling bins.

For a complete guide to disposal and recycling
including appliances, furniture, electronics, plastic
bags, construction waste, chemicals, and other
items, see our website or call us at 564-5587.
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Wh at  i s  Co m m i n g l e d  R e c yc l i n g ?
Commingled Recycling includes paper, cardboard,
glass bottles, plastic bottles, cans, and metal items.
There are some materials that are recyclable, but
cannot be put in commingled bins. See sbrecycles.org
or call 564-5587 for places to take them.

Wh o  C a n  G e t  
Co m m i n g l e d  S e rv i c e ?
This service is available residential customers in carts
or cans and to commercial customers (businesses,
multi-unit complexes, and schools) in carts, cans, or
dumpsters. All customers get up to 95 gallons of free
recycling with each refuse account! 
Commercial customers that generate large pieces of
metal or wood and fewer food-related containers may
need the more industrial Cardboard Plus recycling
service. Cardboard Plus has replaced Cardboard Only
and includes paper, beverage containers, cardboard,
wood, and metal. Call your hauler to receive a
Cardboard Plus Recycling Guide.

Commingled service is  
best suited to:
• Restaurants
• Businesses with can/cart trash service
• Apartments and condos
• Mixed use commercial complexes
• Small schools and day care centers

C a r d b oa r d  P lu s  i s  
b e st  s u i t e d  to :
• Large schools and large offices
• Lumberyards, nurseries, and home 

improvement stores
• Manufacturers, Assemblers, and Fabricators
• Thrift stores

H o w  D o  I  P r e pa r e  t h e  M at e r i a ls ?
Please do not put anything except shredded paper in
plastic or paper bags. It slows down the sorting process.

Pa p e r, M a g a z i n e s , a n d  N e ws p a p e r  
Paper clips and staples are ok. Remove plastic binding
and plastic covers on reports. Unopened mail is ok.

C a r d b o a r d  &  B ox e s  
Break down and remove styrofoam blocks and/or
plastic liners. If boxes are too large for the container,
flatten, and place them next to or under it. The hauler
will not pick up unbroken boxes outside the contain-
er. For more than 2 large boxes outside the container,
call your hauler first.

B o t t l e s  &  C a n s
Rinse; labels are ok, recycle metal lids, put plastic ones
in the trash.

Fo i l , Tray s , &  Pa n s
Remove food; do not ball up or compact.

M e t a l  Pa i n t C a n s
Must be completely empty and dry.

Wh e n  i s  t h e  R e c yc l i n g  P i c k e d  U p ?
Recycling in single family homes is picked up once per
week, on trash day. Business, apartment, condo, and
institutional recycling can be picked up from one to
six days per week, depending on needs.

C a l l  yo u r  h au l e r  to  sta r t  s e rv i c e .
B F I : 9 6 5 - 5 2 4 8
M a r B o r g : 9 6 3 - 1 8 5 2  

Wh at  i s  G r e e n  Wa st e  R e c yc l i n g ?
Organic materials such as branches, grass clippings,
cut flowers, and leaves are collected in separate bins
and ground into mulch. This mulch is put back onto
the soil by gardeners, residents, and commercial 
agriculture to keep the soil moist, suppress weeds,
and build up the soil. Call 681-4346 to get mulch
from the Transfer Station.

Wh o  C a n  G e t  
G r e e n  Wa st e  S e rv i c e ?
Green waste recycling in carts, cans, or dumpsters is
available to residents in single family homes, owners
of multi-unit complexes, and businesses or institutions.
For single family homes, the first 32 gallons are free, and
for commercial accounts, the first 95 gallons are free! 

Wh e n  i s  G r e e n  Wa st e  Co l l e c t e d ?
Residential green waste in is picked up once per week,
on trash day. Commercial green waste is picked up
according to the hauler’s schedule. Christmas Trees
are picked up with the regular green waste. Place
tree next to green waste container.

H o w  D o  I  P r e pa r e  t h e  M at e r i a ls ?
Please do not put anything in plastic  bags!   Remove
stands and tinsel from Christmas trees. If tree is
longer than 6’, cut into 6’ lengths. No flocked trees.

C a n  I  G e t  M o r e  G r e e n  Wa st e  C a n s ?
You can either pay for additional cans or reduce waste by:
• Using a mulching mower that grinds grass 

clippings and integrates them back into the lawn.
• Putting autumn leaves under bushes and trees for 

use as mulch.
• Composting leaves and grass, and saving the can 

for woody material.

H o w  C a n  I  R e c yc l e  Tr u c k  L oa d s  
o f  G r e e n  Wa st e ?
Residents and commercial gardeners can self haul
green waste to MarBorg, BFI, or the South Coast
Recycling & Transfer Station, (the former dump) for
recycling. As long as the material is 100% recyclable,
(no trash, no bags) you can dump it for a reduced rate.
Entire loads of Small Amount Only  materials (see
reverse) will be charged as trash and not recycled.
Call for rates and schedule.
B F I : 9 6 5 - 5 2 4 8
M a r B o r g : 9 6 3 - 1 8 5 2
Tr a n s f e r  Stat i o n : 6 8 1 - 4 3 4 5

I n f o r m at i o n
Fo r  m o r e  i n fo r m a t i o n  o n  r e d u c i n g  g r e e n
wa s t e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  g a r d e n i n g  s e e :
www.greengardener.org/resources.htm

Fo r  co m p o s t i n g  i n fo r m a t i o n  s e e :
www.lessismore.org/htdocs/full_featured/
programs/back_yard_compsting.html

C a l l  yo u r  h au l e r  to  sta r t  s e rv i c e .
B F I : 9 6 5 - 5 2 4 8
M a r B o r g : 9 6 3 - 1 8 5 2  

D e t a c h  a n d  p o s t  r e v e r s e  s i d e .
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yes

no

small amount only

Plastic Bags, Pots, Hoses
Palm Fronds
Pampas Grass
Food Waste
Dirt or Rocks
Logs Larger than 
2’ Across or 9’ Long
Lumber or Plywood
Animal Waste or Manure
Lawn Furniture

Small Branches 
and Prunings
Grass Clippings
Cut Flowers
Ivy
Leaves
Plants

Succulents
Iceplant
Yucca Plants
Cactus
Bamboo

Junk Mail
Newspapers

Office Paper & Envelopes 
(windows ok)

Cardboard, Pizza Boxes,
Other boxes

Receipts (carbonless ok)
Magazines & Catalogs

Paperback Books
Shredded Paper

Paper Bags
Phone Books

Paper Egg Cartons

p a p e r  &  c a r d b o a r d
yes

noPaper Plates, Cups,
Napkins, or Paper Towels
Paper Milk & Ice Cream
Cartons
Fast Food Wrapping or
Take Out Cartons
Coffee Filters
Frozen Juice Cans
Waxed Paper
Stickers
Carbon Paper
Diapers or Pads
Photographs
Hardcover Books4

Facial Tissue
Blueprints

#1 & 2 Plastic 
Containers only.

(soda, water, juice, milk,
shampoo, detergent etc.)

p l a s t i c
yes

no#3-7 Deli Food & Salad Boxes
#3-7 Bottles, Tubs, or Cups
Plastic Bottle Caps
Plates or Utensils
Lids or Straws
Plastic Wrap or Packaging
Tubes: Ointment, Toothpaste, Etc.
Computer Disks or CDs3

Styrofoam Peanuts or 
Bubble Wrap4

Toys, Household Objects, or
Credit Cards
Tarps, Pools, or Shower Curtains
Lawn Furniture
Plastic Bags5

Styrofoam (any type)
Hoses or PVC Pipe
Shoes, Clothing, or Purses

m e t a l
yes

noVery Heavy Vehicle Parts1

Metal Hangers or Metal Hoses1

Empty Fuel or Gas Tanks1

Cans Containing Oil Based 
Paint, Chemicals, or Tanks
Containing Fuel or Gases2

Oil Filters or Cans 
Containing Latex Paint3

Aluminum Cans
Pie Plates, Foil, & Metal Trays

Tin, Steel, Aerosol, & 
Bi-Metal Cans

Lids, Caps, & 
Small Metal Items

Pots & Pans
Small Metal Appliances

Keys, Bolts, & Nails
Empty Paint Cans

g l a s s
yes

noDrinking Glasses, Dishes, or Pyrex
Fluorescent Bulbs2 or Light Bulbs
Window Glass or Mirrors
Tile4 or Art Glass

Bottles & 
Jars only 

(all colors)
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1 Recycle through Santa Barbara Iron and Metal 966-4468 •  2 Hazardous waste,
take to UCSB site 963-0583 x 104, 105 • 3 Take to Downtown ABOP 560-7505 or
UCSB site • 4 Consult Reuse Directory at website • 5 Recycle #2 & 4 plastic
bags at grocery stores

S N O V E M B E R  1 5  
I S  A M E R I C A  R E C Y C L E S  D A Y !
d o  y o u r  p a r t  t o  r e d u c e , r e u s e  a n d  r e c y c l e .

V i s i t w w w . a m e r i c a r e c y c l e s d a y . o r g
f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n , e v e n t s , a n d  t o  r e g i s t e r  t o

W I N  A  F O R D  E S C A P E  
H Y B R I D  S U V !

PAY LESS FOR TRASH!
LEARN HOW INSIDE

Hay nuevas guías de 
reciclar en español para

demostrar como se
reduce gastos de basura

por la utilización de
botes de reciclar gratis.

Llame a BFI a las 965-5248
o a MarBorg a las 963-1852

y ellos le mandarán las
guías a usted. Para 

consultas o preguntas
sobre el servicio de 

reciclaje o basura, por
favor llame a Stephen

MacIntosh a las 897-1908.
Se habla español.

City of Santa Barbara
Public Works Department
Environmental Services Section
PostOffice Box 1990
Santa Barbara,CA 93102-1990
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